
Book Release 

Who are the foresters that care for the plantations producing the timber for our paper and construction 

needs?  Where and when did they study the combination of biological sciences and art that qualified 

them to become foresters and who were those that pioneered the forest industry of South Africa?  

Who were the leaders amongst the students and which of the students improved their qualifications in 

later life?  What makes the bond between students so strong?  Are there foresters who followed in the 

footsteps of their fathers and grandfathers and what other familial relationships occur amongst the 

foresters?  Who amongst the foresters have left our shores and are plying their craft as expatriates 

elsewhere?  Where are they? 

The answers to these and many other questions, together with biographical sketches of nearly 200 

foresters are to found in a book by Brian Bredenkamp who started his career as a pre-Saasveld pupil 

forester and retired as emeritus professor of forest management at the University of Stellenbosch. 

The book lists all the foresters who qualified at SACS, Tokai, Saasveld, PE Technikon, NMMU and 

Stellenbosch, together with those who qualified elsewhere and worked under contract in South Africa.  

The further qualifications obtained by these are listed as are their prowess as authors, botanists and 

sportsmen, and participation in military activities.  Previously unpublished information includes 

particular achievements by children of foresters, those that entered the ministry and South African 

foresters working abroad as expatriates or living as retirees in foreign countries.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(xii) + 576 pages 
 

• Familial relationships amongst 
foresters 

 

• Holders of the National Higher 
Diploma and BTech (forestry) 

 

• Winners of the Schlich Medal 
 

• Leaders amongst students 
 

• Editors of student magazines 
 

• Forestry’s honour roll 
 

• Prodigious children 
 

• Cape Town City Council 
foresters 

 

• Saasies holding doctorates 
 

• Foresters’ associations 

“The South African Forester 2011” is for sale at R192 plus R26-00 postage and packaging 
within South Africa. 
Deposit directly in Nedbank savings account # 2087 002 053, branch code 108710, account 
holder Forest Management Unit or cheque payable to Forest Management Unit, mailed to 16 
Hof Avenue, Stellenbosch 7600.  With payment by EFT, fax address for postal delivery to 
086 592 2506 and remember your name as reference! 
For more information contact the author at bvb@sun.ac.za or 021 887 9001(h)  

 


