Stellenbosch: Geliefde, Vormende Plek
...op Stellenbosch het ek geleer om met die oog van 'n digter waar te neem en
waar ek ook al reis, is dit met díe oog wat ek kyk.
Lina Spies

...at Stellenbosch I learnt to observe with the eye of a poet, and wherever I travel,
it is through this eye that I see
Vandag besef ek dat die belangrikste les wat ek in my ses jaar aan die
Universiteit van Stellenbosch geleer het, die kuns is om te lees.
Audrey Blignault

Today I realize the most valuable lesson I learnt during six years of study at the
University of Stellenbosch, is the art to read

Thank you all!
This book is a thank you to Stellenbosch and to our friends - especially the
friends who lured us here, Cathy and John Horan, an American couple, whom we
first met in Vienna. They told us: "If you are looking for a place to settle, do have
a look at South Africa" and introduced us to Marie and Johan Viljoen (then the
South African Consul in Vienna), who encouraged us to move to Stellenbosch.
Well, we did so in December 1981 and have never looked back! After many
years of living in different countries we finally settled down here, where our sons
grew up, attended local schools and studied at Stellenbosch University.
One of the first books we were given was Stellenbosse Galery, published by
HAUM in 1974. This booklet has inspired me to read some great works by
Stellenbosch authors and consequently to publish a new Stellenbosch Writers'
Gallery. To find the necessary information, I created the website:
www.StellenboschWriters.com, which includes many additional photos and
information on the town, the region and its flora and fauna.
Although I have written this book, it would never have got off the ground
without the gracious help of many very kind people. Much of the information was
provided by the authors themselves, some contributed to other authors' texts and
people from all over the globe and from many universities gave a helping hand. I
am most grateful to all who gave permission to use their photos, illustrations and
excerpts of their work. (If I have inadvertently infringed copyright, please let me
know and I will rectify it).
I particularly wish to mention:
Jill Adams, Hennie Aucamp, Roger Beck, Gorry Bowes Taylor, Amanda
Botha, Elize Botha, Hanna Botha, Florian Breuer, Andries Cilliers, Jo-Marie
Claassen, Japie Coetzee, Heloïse Davies, Cornelia de Kock, Franci de Kock,
Amanda de Stadler, Philip de Vos, Bertie du Plessis, Gwen Fagan, Hérine Fourie,

Mikael Grut, Hans Heese, Essi Honiball, Johannes Jordaan, Hester Joubert, John
Kannemeyer, Hans Knap, Laetitia Knox-Davies, Walter and Colleen Köppe,
Louise Combrink, Gerrit Kruger, Dirk Laurie, Marius le Roux, Marius Louw,
Willem Malherbe, Hannes Meiring, Rita and Steve Mills, Rik Nulens, Ted
Oliver, Reino Ottermann, Hennie Rossouw, Jan Sadie, Sinclair Wynchank, Lina
Spies, Stellenbosch University Archives, John Struthers, Ted Taylor, Floris van
der Merwe, Arno van der Valk, Eddie van Dijk, Etienne van Heerden, Ters van
Huyssteen, Anton van Niekerk, Louw van Niekerk, Liza van Staden, Dorothea
van Zyl, François Verster, Christo Viljoen, Hubertus von Bergmann, Herman
Wasserman and Johann Webb - but there are too many to name you all! Without
Helga Pauw's encouragement I might not have started and without Pierre
Morgenrood's diligent messages over several weeks, many of the authors
mentioned in the book would have escaped my attention. Thank you also:
Boekwurm, Die Burger, Cape Times, Litnet, Eikestadnuus, Insig, Matieland and
Vriende van Afrikaans!
Finally thank you, Hans, for taking care of technical matters and for putting up
with the fanatical pursuit of my latest hobby.
Rosie
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